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1 . ON JULY 3 THE GSA MADE THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE: 

THE GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION TODAY ANNOUNCED THAT 
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY THE CURRENT SOLICITATION OF OFFERS 
FOR TIN PMDS-MET -207 IS CANCELED AND WILL BE REPLACED BY 
AN INVITATION FOR BIDS AT AN EARLY DATE. THE INVITATION 
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FOR BIDS WILL SPECIFY THAT NO BIDS WILL BE ACCEPTED WHICH 
ARE LOWER THAN THE HIGHEST PRICE IN THE LONDON AND PENANG 
MARKETS, CORRECTED TO DOLLARS EX-DOCK NEW YORK, ON THE DAY 
OF THE BID OPENING. 

2. COMMENT: GSA ADMINISTRATOR SOLOMON HAS PUBLICLY 
PLEDGED TO REVIEW ALL PROCEDURES FOR GSA TRANSACTIONS. 
SINGLED OUT FOR SPECIAL ATTENTION WITH RESPECT TO STOCK- 
PILE PROCEDURES ARE MATERIALS WHICH WERE BEING DISPOSED OF 
BY NEGOTIATED CONTRACT OR OFFERED FOR SALE ON THE BASIS OF 
A SHELF PRICE, I.E., THOSE MATERIALS NOT BEING DISPOSED 

OF UNDER COMPETITIVE BIDDING PROCEDURES. ON JUNE 27, GSA 
ANNOUNCED THE IMMEDIATE SUSPENSION OF SALES OFFERINGS OF 
SUCH MATERIALS— TIN, MICA, NATURAL BATTERY GRADE MANGANESE 
DIOXIDE, METALLURGICAL GRADE MANGANESE ORE, QUARTZ CRYS- 
TALS, AND RARE EARTHS-PENDING A REVIEW OF METHODS OF 
SALE. GSA HAS TAKEN THIS ACTION TO AVOID ANY APPEARANCE 
OF POSSIBLE IMPROPRIETY IN DISPOSALS MADE ON THE BASIS 
OF SHELF PRICE OR NEGOTIATED CONTRACT. HOWEVER. NO RPT 
NO IRREGULARITIES IN STOCKPILE DISPOSALS HAVE BEEN 
ALLEGED. 
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3. IN PRACTICE, GSA IS ENTERING INTO NO CONTRACTS FOR 
DISPOSAL OF EXCESS MATERIALS FROM THE STOCKPILE WITHOUT 
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DIRECT APPROVAL OF FPA DIRECTOR. THE SPECIAL REGULATIONS 
WITH REGARD TO TIN WERE ISSUED AS THE RESULT OF A REQUEST 
FOR A WAIVER OF THE PROHIBITION AGAINST FURTHER SALES OF 
TIN ON DAILY FIXED PRICES. THAT REQUEST FOR WAIVER WAS 
DENIED. WE ESTIMATE THAT DISPOSALS FROM THE REMAINING 
APPROXIMATELY 70 TONS OF TIN STILL AUTHORIZED FOR DISPOSAL 
WILL NOT RESUME FOR AT LEAST ANOTHER MONTH. (NOTE 
LANGUAGE IN PRESS RELEASE "AT AN EARLY DATE"). 
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